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are wasting your wealth. However, give the islands a wide
berth, and sail on through the night; your guardian god will
send you a following breeze. Land in Ithaca at the first point you
reach and send the ship and the whole ship's company round to
the port; but before you yourself do anything else, visit the
swineherd in charge of your pigs, who is loyal to you despite all.
Stay there for the night and send him to the city to give your
wise mother, Penelope, the news that you are in from Pylos and
that she has you safely back.'
Her message delivered, Athene withdrew to the heights or
Olympus. But Telemachus roused Nestor's son from his
pleasant dreams with a touch of his foot and said: 'Wake up,
Peisistratus, and harness the horses to the chariot, so that we may
be getting on our way.'
(Telemachus,' his friend replied, 'however eager we may be
to start, we cannot possibly drive in complete darkness. It'll soon
be dawn. Why not wait and give the brave Menelaus, our royal
host, the chance of putting some presents for us in the chariot and
bidding us a civil farewell? A guest never forgets the host who
has treated him kindly/
They had not long to wait before Dawn took her golden
throne and the warrior Menelaus rose from sleep beside the
lovely Helen and made his way towards them. When Odysseus'
son saw him coming he hastily drew his shining tunic on, threw
his great cloak across his sturdy shoulders, and, dressed like a
prince, went out to Menelaus and greeted him by his titles.
^ire,' he said, 'I beg leave of you now to return to my own
country, for I find myself longing to be home.'
(Telemachus,' the warrior king replied, * far be it from me to
keep you here for any length of time, if you wish to get back. I
condemn any host who is either too kind or not kind enough.
There should be moderation in all things, and it is equally offen-
sive to speed a guest who would like to stay and to detain one
who is anxious to leave. What I say is, treat a man well while
he's with you, but let him go when he wishes.
'However, do give me time to bring you some presents and

